
Have you ever been locked out of an old computer by a forgotten BIOS password? There's no 

need to get frustrated. It is relatively easy to bypass this safeguard.  

Steps  

1. Power off the computer and make sure that it is unplugged.  

2. Open up your computer case. You need physical access to the motherboard to complete 

this procedure.  

3.  

 

The CMOS Battery looks like this 

Find a circular, (mostly) silver metallic object on the motherboard. This is the CMOS 

battery.  

4. CAREFULLY remove the CMOS battery and leave it out for about 120 seconds. This will 

flush the CMOS memory which stores the BIOS password and all other configuration. 

(See Warnings)  

5. Set the battery back into place and power on the computer.  

6. The computer should then warn you that the CMOS configuration could not be found. 

You can either reconfigure it yourself or restore defaults. Restoring the default 

configuration should be fine.  

7. You will notice that the BIOS password has been cleared and you can boot without it. 

You may reset the BIOS password to something else by going into the BIOS 

configuration and setting a new User Password (The Supervisor Password controls 

access to the BIOS, NOT the computer!)  

 

Tips  

 Depending on the manufacturer of your motherboard, you may be able to use what it is 

called a "backdoor password" to bypass the password problem. Try looking at the external links 

for possible passwords.  
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Warnings  

 In rare cases, the battery may be soldered into the motherboard and very difficult to 

remove. If this is true, you may need to find a jumper near the battery that achieves the same 

result. Do NOT guess which jumper it is. If it is not labeled, don't mess with it. You may risk 

damaging your computer. 

 

  

How to Reset Your BIOS 

Here's how to reset your BIOS.  

Steps  

1. Remove the CMOS battery for 5 minutes, then replace it.  

2. Or turn on your computer and press the key on your keyboard to open the BIOS (Usually 

F1 or the delete key.)  

3. Go to the last tab and do restore factory settings.  

4. Save and exit.  

Alternate Method  

1. Find the 3-pin jumper near the battery, connecting the 1st and 2nd pin. Move it to connect 

the 2nd and 3rd pin and push the POWER button on your PC. Return it to its position.  

 

Tips  

 Don't forget to configure the BIOS (if you know how) after this process. If you you don't 

know how, just hold the "delete" button when starting your PC and when the blue screen appears, 

find the load safe defaults settings and press:  

o ENTER button  

o Y button  

o F10 button  

Warnings  

 If you don't know how to configure your BIOS, don't mess with it. You can damage your 

PC.  

 Make sure you computer is unplugging before removing the case. There is a risk of 

electrical shock.  
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